of attraction for the young sailor. This gentle-
man only, his family and dependents, lived on
Shelter Island, between which and the mainland
all coming and going was by boat. Here they
had shooting, fishing, and cruising a-plenty.
The author's thorough knowledge of these
waters was the probable reason for starting his
two sealers from this port in search of valu-
able sealing-grounds in the polar seas. The
schooners and their captains were American.
One of the sealers was owned by an old, hard-
fisted miser of Puritanic pattern, whose sweet
niece Mary, pretty and simply good, makes theklin in
